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tradition. The tradition, no doubt, arose in the days
when a tenant required protection of all kinds and
gladly gave services in return for it. But now that the
greater security of modern life renders the need for
protection less, the services are felt to be more irksome.
The absentee landlord is therefore preferred to the
one who lives on his land; for then there is only one
person, the agent, to be served: otherwise there are two.
This in itself tells a tale, for if landlords as a class were
ready to help their tenants, the man who lived on his
land would naturally be preferred to the absentee. Nor
is the landlord popular with the smaller proprietor, for
the big man is always on the look-out to add to his acres
by buying him up if he can.

As in Jhang, there are good landlords as well as bad: The Hindu.
in fact, probably more than in Jhang, for debt in
Multan is not so heavy and widespread, and the atmo-
sphere is more enlightened. The latter is largely due to
the influence of the Hindu landowner, who, as in Jhang,
is generally an Arora and nearly always a member of a
trading caste. The Hindu trading community, with
a quarter of the cultivated area of the district, owns
proportionately more than it does in any other district
in the province.1 In the Shujabad tahsil it owns over
36 per cent,2 and the results are astonishing. Not only
have a large number of wells been sunk, but many
embankments have been made, and mango trees in-
numerable planted, generally in groves, but often in
lines to screen a field, and sometimes even to reclaim
land where saltpetre lies as thick and white as new-
fallen snow. I have seen nothing so good anywhere on
this tour, and for once felt that die land was being both
developed and embellished. Yet here we have dropped
to less than five inches of rain. The rain merely serves
to round off the work of canal and well. The canals are
not the perennial canals of the colonies but the inunda-

1  Multan Ga%*f 1924* p. 100.

2  Multan cmdSfatjabadA. R., 1920, p. 18.